
Potential Resources for Conducting VOHC Trials 

 

Three critical items for VOHC trials are the availability of the animals, availability of 

trained and experienced scorers, and suitability of the analysis of results. This list 

includes resources that may be able to fulfill the animal or the scorer requirements.  

VOHC strongly recommends consulting a statistician during protocol development.  

 

Since 2011, VOHC has required pre-trial review of the proposed protocol, to ensure that 

the trial will meet VOHC requirements. Pre-trial questions about e.g. suitability of 

animals proposed for recruitment into a trial are welcome. Messages ae to be sent to 

VOHC@AVDC.org   

 

Regarding sources of dogs and cats, use of laboratory-housed dogs or cats in trials 

designed to meet the VOHC protocol is not a requirement. VOHC recognizes that this is 

an expense that may be beyond the resources of a small company seeking VOHC 

approval for a product with limited potential revenue. Some VOHC submissions have 

been based on use of client-owned dogs or cats. These were either recruited from among 

patients at a veterinary hospital or from breeders; when client-owned animals are used, an 

owner information form is to be provided and each owner is required to complete a daily 

log during the trial period.  Additional details on use of privately-owned animals are 

available. 

 

Advantages to Using Laboratory-housed Dogs or Cats are: 

1. Uniformity of animals – laboratory-housed dogs are generally of a single breed 

(beagles) or type (larger, mixed breed hound-type dogs). The VOHC protocol 

requirement is: Dogs or cats in both trials are to be to be of similar body weight, 

head type, and age. 
2. Protocol compliance. Strict use of the control diet and the tested product, and all 

of the related care and limitations (no access to treats or other chewing materials 

except the product undergoing testing etc.) and data collection (e.g. body weight, 

food and treat consumption) required in a protocol are more readily obtained 

when the dogs or cats are in a single facility and cared for by designated 

personnel who are aware of and understand the need to follow the protocol 

requirements. Drop-outs from a trial because of protocol non-compliance are 

more common in trials conducted in dogs that are not laboratory-housed, and 

drop-outs may put analysis of the trial data at risk if the drop-outs 

compromise the group assignment and randomization procedures.   

3. Protocol scheduling is more controlled, as there is no need for recruitment activity 

to identify the subjects used in a trial.  

4. Private owners may be more reluctant to permit use of anesthesia or sedation 

required for initial teeth scaling and pre- and post-trial scoring.  

5. Stratification (typically based on plaque accumulation during a pre-trial period) 

can be used to reduce variability between subjects assigned to the control and test 

groups, and thus a smaller number of subjects may be sufficient to meet the 

VOHC product performance hurdles.  

6. VOHC does not require a minimum number of subjects per group (based on the 

principle that the more effective the product, the lower the number of subjects 
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required per group, and thus cost of conducting the trial). However, variability 

among privately-owned animals is likely to be greater than among laboratory-

housed animals, thus a larger number of subjects has to be recruited in order to 

ensure that the VOHC standard will be met or exceeded. Absent results of a ‘pre-

trial trial’ that will allow a power calculation to accurately determine the number 

of subjects required per group, a larger population must be used. 

  

Advantages to Using Privately-owned Dogs or Cats:  

1. Cost may be lower. However, keep in mind that many activities required in a 

protocol, such as protocol preparation, statistical review, plaque and or calculus 

scoring, pre-trial dental scaling, in-trial record-keeping etc. will be the same 

whether the subjects are laboratory-housed or not, and note also the comments 

about group size and drop-outs in the previous section. 

 

Body Weight of Subjects in Trials of Products Marketed in Different Sizes.  

When a submission to VOHC is made on behalf of a product that is marketed in different 

sizes, for use in dogs of different body-weight ranges, the trials must be conducted using 

a product size in dogs of the body weight range stated for that product size on the product 

package. This can make identifying appropriate dogs challenging.  

Note that if a product comes in three or more sizes, the VOHC Product Line Policy does 

not require that every size must be subjected to a trial – the minimum requirement is two 

trials using one size of the product in dogs of the body weight range designated for that 

size of product, and a third trial of any of the other product sizes, again conducted in dogs 

of the body weight range designated for that size of product.  

In general, resources that make available small/toy dogs or large dogs can be difficult to 

locate. One way to circumvent this problem is to use sizes of the product that may be 

suitable for beagles, which may available in a range of body weights in laboratory animal 

facilities sufficient to cover two product sizes. It is sometimes possible to conduct all 

three trials at the same facility just using beagles, by pre-weighing the beagles to separate 

them into suitable body-weight range sets. VOHC will provide some moderate flexibility 

regarding the body weight requirement, on a case-by-case basis; please contact VOHC at 

VOHC@AVDC.org to discuss this.  

 

Sources of Laboratory-housed Dogs, which may include small and large dogs in 

addition to beagles: 

Liberty Research Laboratories (www.lriresearch.com/Home.aspx, 607-565-8131) 

Marshall Farms/Butler Farms (www.marshallbio.com, 315-594-6203 or 315-587-2295) 

Sinclair Research Laboratories (www.sinclairresearch.com, 573-387-4400) 

Summit Ridge Farms (www.srfarms.com, 717-756-2656) 

Pet Food Solutions, Inc. (573-387-4400) 

High Quality Research  (www.hqrllc.com , 970-221-1090) 

Ontario Nutri-Labs. Dr. Christine Stec (chrisstecdvm@gmail.com)  

 

Summit Ridge, Sinclair Research, Pet Food Solutions and Ontario Nutri-Labs have each 

conducted several sets of VOHC trials, and can offer a turn-key service (they provide the 
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animals, scorers who have been pre-approved by VOHC and the services of a statistician 

when needed, and templates for development of a specific trial protocol).  

 

Some commercial pet nutrition and pet supply companies maintain animal colonies, and 

may be willing to provide short-term use for clinical trials.  

 

Sources of Laboratory-housed Cats: 

Harlan Sprague-Dawley (317-894-7521) 

Liberty Research Laboratories (607-565-8131) 

Sinclair Research Laboratories (sinclair@sinclairresearch.com) 

Summit Ridge Farms (www.srfarms.com, 717-756-2656) 

Pet Food Solution, Inc. 573-387-4400 

 

Plaque and Calculus Dental Scorers:  

VOHC requires that scorers using subjective plaque or calculus indices have been trained 

in dental substrate scoring and have past experience in scoring dental trials. VOHC will 

not consider trial data generated by a ‘first-time’ scorer, even if that individual is certified 

in veterinary dentistry (e.g. DiplomateAVDC or CVT-VTS [Dentistry]).  Read Scoring 

for more information. 

VOHC-approved scorers who are available to score or to train scorers: 

Mary Berg: mlberg@btcveted.com 

Jan Warrick: gstookey@iupui.edu 
 

Ontario Nutri-Labs, Pet Food Solutions, Sinclair Research Laboratories and Summit 

Ridge Farms (see under Sources of Dogs, above) have trained oral scorers available on 

staff.  

 

If you are a dental scorer, or a representative of a facility or a veterinarian willing to seek 

out the required animal/scorer combination, and you would like to be included on the list 

of VOHC Approved scorers, please send an e-mail note to VOHC@AVDC.org.  

 

Statistical Analysis 

Conducting trials that do not produce appropriate or sufficient data for statistical analysis 

that demonstrates effectiveness is a huge waste of money. VOHC provides guidance on 

Statistical Analysis for VOHC trials. Consultation with a statistician is strongly 

recommended.  

Note that the statistical analysis technique that can be used depends on the number of 

subjects per group – small group size may require use of a non-parametric technique - 

browse to http://vohc.org/protocol_details.html#Statistics for more information. 
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